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Examination of Cardiff Replacement Local Development Plan 

Statement of Common Ground 

Between Cardiff Council and Natural Resources Wales 

Introduction 

1.1 This Statement of Common Ground has been prepared jointly by Cardiff Council 

(the Council) and Natural Resources Wales (NRW) (Representor Number 118) in 

relation to Cardiff Replacement Local Development Plan (RLDP) Habitat 

Regulations Assessment (HRA). 

Matters agreed 

1.2 The Council commissioned AECOM to prepare a HRA (January 2025) to support 

the Deposit RLDP. NRW commented on this in paragraphs 109 to 132 of 

consultation response CAS-274882-J6C3 (15 April 2025) (see Appendix A) as part 

of their formal representation on the Deposit RLDP (Representation 118.41). 

 
1.3 The purpose of this statement is to record how those matters were addressed and 

confirm areas of agreement between the Council and NRW ahead of the RLDP 

Examination Hearing Sessions. 

 
1.4 In response to NRWs comments, the Council commissioned AECOM to undertake 

further assessment of the potential impacts of the Deposit RLDP on the Severn 

Estuary European Marine Site (EMS). This resulted in an updated HRA (February 

2026). NRW commented on the updated HRA in their consultation response CAS-

301454-T5H7 (16 March 2026) (see Appendix B), welcoming the revisions made 

but identifying a small number of additional matters requiring further 

consideration. AECOM subsequently completed additional assessment work and 

produced a final HRA (April 2026) CD06-Cardiff-Deposit-Plan-HRA-April-2026-

en.pdf. NRW confirmed by email (16 April 2026) (see Appendix C) that the final 

HRA satisfactorily addressed the matters raised in their previous correspondence. 

 
1.5 The final HRA has been submitted to the Examination Inspectors. 

 
1.6 This Statement of Common Ground has been prepared to confirm the above 

matters and is agreed by both the Council and NRW. 

7th May 2026 

https://www.cardiffldp.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/CD06-Cardiff-Deposit-Plan-HRA-April-2026-en.pdf
https://www.cardiffldp.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/CD06-Cardiff-Deposit-Plan-HRA-April-2026-en.pdf
https://www.cardiffldp.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/CD06-Cardiff-Deposit-Plan-HRA-April-2026-en.pdf
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Appendix A: Natural Resources Wales’s consultation response CAS-

274882-J6C3 (15 April 2025) on Habitat Regulations Assessment 

(January 2025) 
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Appendix B: Natural Resources Wales’s consultation response CAS-

301454-T5H7 (16 March 2026) on Habitat Regulations Assessment 

(February 2026) 
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Appendix C: Natural Resources Wales’s email (16 April 2026) on Habitat 

Regulations Assessment (April 2026) 
 


